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The students in Mr. Tresnak's class are curious about the 

new chart in their classroom. They have lots of questions. 

"Why is a soccer ball on a list of animals?" 

"Why are there prices on it?" 

"Are we getting these for our class?" 

"How many soccer balls can we buy?"

"What is this for, Mr. Tresnak?" 

Mr. Tresnak says, "In some places, it can be hard for 

people to feed and look after their families. These are 

some things that can make a big difference in their lives."

"But how can we help?" Neil asks.
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"Well, we can buy some of these items," Mr. Tresnak 

explains. "Then they will be sent to people who can use 

them to help their families." 

The students have more questions.

"How much money do we need?"

"How will we decide what to buy?"

"Where will we get the money?" 

Mr. Tresnak laughs. "Let's work on one thing at a time! 

First, let's set a goal for each of your 4 groups to raise $25 

by next Friday. That will give us our class goal. So, what is 

our class goal?"

"If each group brings in $25, we'll have $100," 

says Dana. 

"That's right," agrees Mr. Tresnak. "Some groups might 

raise more than $25 and some might raise less, and that's 

OK. Reaching our class goal is what really matters. Our 

$100 can help people make a big difference in their lives." 
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"Let's think of ways we can raise money. Maybe you can 

do tasks for people who will give you a small donation," says 

Mr. Tresnak. "What are some tasks you could do?" 

The students have lots of ideas. 

"I can help my grandpa carry in wood for his stove." 

"I can fill my neighbour's birdfeeders."

"I'll walk my aunt's dog."

"I can put away all the clean laundry." 

"One more thing before you go," says Mr. Tresnak. 

"This is a money jar. Every time we put coins in it, 

it will show us a total. Here's how it works. I am 

putting in 6 toonies and 11 loonies. 

What total should the money jar show?"

Some students answer, "23!"

Mr. Tresnak empties the jar and 

resets it to $0.
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Monday

Some students have brought money this morning. 

"I helped a neighbour carry groceries. She gave me 

a toonie," says Beth. "Our group's total is now $13!" 

"I helped my dad do the laundry and he gave me 

a loonie," says Neil. "Our group has $11 now!" 

"How can we figure out how much we have 

for the money jar today?" asks Mr. Tresnak.

Neil says, "I broke 13 and 11 into tens and ones. I put the 

tens together and the ones together to get 24."

Dana says, "First, I put all the coins together. Next, 

I sorted them and counted each group. Then, I added 

them together. 7 toonies and 10 loonies is the same as 

14 and 10 more—24!"

"So, we can put $24 into the money jar!" says Mr. Tresnak.
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The students are very excited. 

"We have $24 already!" Megan exclaims. "We could buy 

a couple of soccer balls or some baby chicks with that!" 

"I wonder how much more money we need to reach our 

goal," says Mischa. 

Tuesday

"Our group collected $16," says Megan. 

"Our group brought in $18," says Carlos.

"So, do you know how much we will put in the money 

jar today?" asks Mr. Tresnak.

Megan says, "Yes. First, I added 2 to change the 18 

to a friendly number, 20. Next, I added the 10 of the 16 

to the 20 to make 30. Then, I added the 6 ones to make 36." 

"And don't forget to subtract the 2 you added to 18," 

says Carlos. "I started at 18 on a number line, jumped up 

10, and then 6 more." 

"Both your strategies give the same total," says 

Mr. Tresnak.
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"$34 went into the money jar today," Mischa 

announces. "Our new total is $58!"

The students cheer. 

Just then, Laura and Lucy walk in.

"Why so sad?" Neil asks.

"We forgot our money for our book order," they reply.

"You can borrow from the money jar," says Amal.

"Good idea," says Mr. Tresnak. "Girls, take $6 each to 

pay for your book order."

 "Thanks, Mr. Tresnak," the twins say happily. 

"If Laura and Lucy each borrowed $6, that makes $12. 

What's left in the money jar now?" asks Mischa.

"That's easy!" Carlos replies. "Just subtract $58 from $12."

Amal asks, "If you have only $12, how can you take away 

58 of them?" 

"Oh, right," Carlos nods. "We take $12 from $58. I'd start 

at 58, subtract 1 ten and then subtract 2 ones."
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"I'll reset the money jar total to $46," says Mr. Tresnak. 

"How else can you find the difference between 58 and 12?"

"On the hundred chart, I would start at 12 and add 

4 tens to get to 52," Amal explains. "Then I'd count up 

6 ones to get to 58. 4 tens and 6 ones is 46." 

Beth says, "I would start at 58, go back 4 tens to 18, then 

back 6 ones to 12. The difference between 58 and 12 is 

4 tens and 6 ones—46." 

Mr. Tresnak says, "Good thinking, girls."

Wednesday
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Laura and Lucy are excited. "We have the $12 we 

borrowed, and we made $14 selling hot chocolate at the 

sledding hill. That's $26!"

Mischa says, "Let's figure out what our total will be 

before the money jar shows us."

"Let's see," says Neil. "Our group brought in $18 today. 

The twins brought in $26. And there's $46 in the jar 

already. Hmmm."



How did you get 
your totals?

Neil, Mischa, and the twins each worked on the problem. 

Then they shared their totals.

Neil says, "I used the hundred chart."

Mischa says, "I used the number line."

Laura says, "We added up the tens 

and the ones and got 9 tens."

"Now let's look at what the 

money jar shows," says Mr. Tresnak. 

"We have $90! We need only 10 more 

dollars to reach our goal!" exclaims Neil.

Thursday

Dana has 10 dimes to put in 

the money jar. Beth has 4 quarters. 

"Dana, that is a lot of money!" says Neil.

"I think they each brought in 

the same amount," Amal says.

"Here's $5 I got for shovelling my 

grandma's sidewalk." says Megan.

"Wow! Yesterday, we needed only $10 

to reach our goal. I'll figure out how 

much more we still need," says Mischa.

We needed $10. 
The girls brought in

1 + 1 + 5 = 7

$7

We still need
10 – 7 = 3

$3
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1 + 1 + 5 = 7
7 + 90 = 97

100 – 97 = 3

"We got $7 today. When we 

add 90 to that, we get 97. 

We have $97!" says Neil.

"So, you had 7 and added 

90 to the 7. Is that the same 

as adding 7 to the 90?" 

Beth asks.

The students think for 

a minute. 

"Yes," Neil replies. "If I have $7 and you have $90, together 

we have $97, no matter which number we add first."

"We need only $3 more to reach $100!" says Dana.

Suddenly, Carlos reaches into his pockets.

"Look!" he exclaims. "Last night I swept the floor 

and dried dishes and I got a toonie and a loonie."

Carlos drops his coins into the money jar.

"Congratulations, everyone!" 

exclaims Mr. Tresnak. "Now, I'd like 

each group to suggest ways to spend 

the $100 by choosing 3 or 4 items 

from the list." 
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Mr. Tresnak gives out order sheets to the groups. After a 

while, he asks volunteers to tell about their choices. 

Dana says, "Our group chose 3 items. But when we 

added them up, the total was under $100."

Mischa reported, "Our group chose 3 items, too. Our 

total came to exactly $100!"
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The groups have made their final choices. 

"Our group wants to buy a goat, the baby chicks, and 

2 soccer balls for $100," Mischa reports. 

"We chose the same things!" says Amal.

Dana says, "We want to buy 4 items—the honeybees, 

the baby chicks, the hens and rooster, and a soccer ball." 

Carlos says, "That's what our group picked, too!"

"Hmmm, how will we decide?" asks Mr. Tresnak.

Mrs. Amrit, the principal, comes into the classroom.

"Congratulations! I know you worked hard to raise $100. 

I am so proud of you for your hard work that I have decided 

to match your donation. I will add another $100 to yours." 

"Wow! With $200, we can buy all the things we have 

chosen!" says Neil. 

The class claps and cheers.
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"I have more good news for you," Mr. Tresnak says. 

"This afternoon, a reporter is coming. She will take 

your photo and write about your project for the 

community newspaper."

The class cheers again.

"What an awesome day!" exclaims Megan. 

"And the best part is that we are helping people 

make a difference in their lives," adds Carlos. 
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