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"What's the matter, Mom?" Josh asks.

"It looks like we might lose Turtle Marsh," says Mom. 

"Some builders are talking about filling in the marsh to 

build houses there."

"But lots of animals live there!" says Josh. "And I know 

a lot of people go to the marsh, too!"

"I know," says Mom. "I want to go this weekend to 

collect plant medicines and see our turtle relatives."

Turtles (miskwaadesiwag) are Josh's favourite animal. 

"We have to protect the marsh," says Josh.

"The marsh is important," says Mom, "but the town 

does need more houses. There's no easy answer."
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"I wonder how other people feel about all this," says 

Josh. "I know what I'll do! I'll take a survey!"

"Good idea," says Mom, "but think carefully about the 

right question for your survey, and the choices you'll give 

for the answers."

Josh writes some sample questions. With Mom's help, 

he decides on one. He draws a chart to record a tally of 

people who want to protect the marsh and a tally of people 

who think houses should be built there. 

"What about people who aren't sure yet?" asks Mom.

"Oh yeah," says Josh. He adds a third column.

4 5



That night is storytelling night at the community centre. 

Josh talks to people about his survey. He asks Aunty Nitu 

about it. She says, "We want to keep Turtle Marsh, but we 

also need more houses. Why can't we have both?" 

Josh sees that he needs to think more about the problem.

Then Ms. Taylor begins her story. It is one of Josh's 

favourites. Josh loves hearing the Anishinaabe Creation 

Story of how Turtle Island—the land we live on today—was 

formed from soil placed on the turtle's back.  When 

Ms. Taylor tells a story, Josh can almost see it all in his 

mind. He listens to the story and forgets about his survey 

for a little while. 
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The next day, Josh's sister finds him in the kitchen. 

"Hey, little mukwa (bear)!" says Miigwan. "What's up?"

Josh tells her that he's not sure what to do with the data 

he collected from his survey.

"I can help you make a graph," Miigwan says. "Graphs 

make it easier for people to read data. Look at this one."

"What are you working on now, Josh?" asks Mom. 

"I'm putting the answers from my survey into a 

pictograph. Miigwan showed me how. See? I use one turtle 

sticker for each person who wants to protect Turtle Marsh. 

I draw houses and question marks for the others."

"What a good idea!" says Mom.
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"It's looking good, Josh," says Mom. "It's much easier to 

see how people are feeling about this project."

"I think so, too," says Josh. "When does Miigwan get 

home from lacrosse practice? I want to show her what 

I've done."

Mom smiles. "I'm sure she'll be home soon." 

"This looks great, Josh!" says Dad. "So, what does this 

graph tell you?"

"It shows me that many people are not sure what to 

think," Josh replies. "But I don't know what to do next."

"I think people need more information," says Dad. "Tell 

us again why you think Turtle Marsh should be protected."

"Because it's the home of many animals, including 

turtles," Josh says. "That's it! I need to show people that 

many different animals live in the marsh!"
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At the marsh the next day, Mom and Miigwan gather 

plants. Uncle Joe collects water samples for testing. 

Josh sits quietly and records as many animals as he can 

on his tally sheet.

After a while, Uncle Joe asks, "How is your data 

collection coming along, Josh?"

"Okay, I guess," Josh says. "I'm seeing some different 

animals, but more insects than anything else!"

"Yes," says Uncle Joe. "A marsh is home to many different 

kinds of living things, and they are all important. Maybe 

you could choose only certain kinds to count."

"Well, I won't choose mosquitoes!" says Josh, laughing.
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Back at home, Josh shows Dad his tally sheet. 

"Is this what you thought you'd see at the marsh 

today?" asks Dad.

"I thought there would be more animals," says Josh.

"Well, you were there in the middle of the day," says 

Dad. "Many animals are more active in the early morning 

or early evening. You could go again at a different time of 

day and do another count." 

"Will you make a pictograph of the data you collected at 

the marsh?" Dad asks Josh.

"I'd like to, but I don't have the stickers I need. How else 

can I show what I saw?" Josh answers.

"I can show you how to make a bar graph. Instead of 

using pictures, you colour in one box for each animal you 

counted," says Dad.

Josh and Dad get to work on the bar graph. 
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"That's a great graph, little mukwa," says Miigwan. 

Mom asks, "How did you choose which animals to list?"

"I wrote down the animals I thought I'd see there, and 

added other animals when I saw them," Josh explains. 

Mom's question makes Josh think about how he can 

group the animals. 

He writes down different groups of animals. Then he lists 

the animals he saw and others he might see under their 

group name. He plans to make a new bar graph. First, he 

starts a new tally sheet for his early morning marsh visit.
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Early the next morning, Josh and Dad are at the marsh. 

Josh is excited to see a deer and a family of 4 raccoons. 

Dad points to a turtle on a rock. 

The turtle makes Josh think of one of his grandma's 

favourite stories, about how the turtle got its shell.

After an hour, Dad and Josh head home. Josh is happy 

with his tally sheet.

"I'm so proud of you," says Mom. "What's next?"

"I want to show people that the marsh is home to many 

living things. This graph shows it. Then I'll take a new 

survey about the housing project," says Josh.

Mom says, "You surveyed people at storytelling night. 

Now I think you should survey a group that includes more 

people from town, maybe at the shopping centre."

"That's a great idea! I'll ask Uncle Joe to come with me!"  
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But we really 
do need more 

houses.

Aren't there 
other places 

to build?

At the shopping centre, a woman stops to talk to Josh. 

She says, "I am Mariejo from the community 

newspaper. I'd like to write an article about what you're 

doing. Would you share what you have learned?"

"I sure would!" says Josh. "That would be great!"

"Good. I can come to your home tomorrow afternoon.

Then you can tell me what you've learned about the 

marsh and the building project," says Mariejo. 

Josh looks at Uncle Joe, who nods. Josh grins at Mariejo. 

He can't wait to tell his family about this!
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The next day, Josh shows Mariejo his surveys and graphs. 

He tells her what he has done and why. 

Mariejo asks, "What did you learn from this last survey?" 

Josh says, "The survey tells me that many people are still 

unsure. But some people told me they have ideas for other 

places in the community to build houses." 

"How interesting!" says Mariejo. "Thank you for sharing 

this information. My article will be in the paper next week."

"Look at this, Josh!" says Dad. "There's going to be 

a community meeting to talk about places other than 

the marsh to build houses. All your hard work is making 

a difference!"

"And Mariejo's article helped, too," Josh says.

"It sure did," says Dad. "Oh, and Ms. Taylor asked if you 

would talk at the meeting about what you did and why."

"I'd like that," says Josh, "and I can show my graphs."

22 23



"Thank you for presenting your research," says 

Ms. Taylor to Josh. "You have really made a difference. 

I'm so glad that we will still have Turtle Marsh. Do you 

think you could keep on collecting data at the marsh, to 

make sure it stays healthy?"

Josh grins and says, "Sure, but I think I'll need some 

help. This could turn into a full-time job!" 
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