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This year will be great.

We have a new classroom, new books to read, and new 

games to play.

Today, Mr. Kesting has a surprise. We are going to be 

Big Buddies!

Mr. Kesting says that being a Big Buddy is an important job. 

"The Kindergarten kids will visit our classroom every 

month," says Mr. Kesting. 

"We will play and have fun together. Sometimes we will 

teach our Little Buddies something new."

"Can we go outside?" asks Kailin.

"Can we build things?" asks Cam.

"I want to show them the space books!" says Naz.
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What could we do with our Little Buddy class? 

"We all like to do different things," Mr. Kesting says. 

"I'll write down our ideas and we can choose later."

"My little sister likes to make pictures with stickers," 

says Farai. 

"Let's build a rocket ship!" yells Naz.

The board is full of fun things to do! There are 

indoor games and outdoor games. There are craft ideas 

and building ideas.

How will we decide?

"Let's sort them," says Mr. Kesting. 
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Mr. Kesting helps us sort with words. We put the 

Big Buddy ideas in groups.

"That's easier to see!" Mr. Kesting says. "It always helps 

to sort. Now we can decide."

"Lots of choices! How do we choose?" asks Marco. 

"Let's have a vote!" says Farai. 

"I think we should build a rocket ship," says Naz.
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"A vote is a great idea," says Mr. Kesting.  

"In math, we call it a survey. First, we ask a question. 

Everyone gets to say what they want. Then we use data 

to make a decision."

First, we look at art ideas.

"What art could you do with your Little Buddies?" 

asks Mr. Kesting. 

There are pictures and glue on the table. We glue our 

art choice to the chart. Each picture stands for one vote. 

The data tells us what the most popular choices are. 
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Here are the results of our survey. There are more 

paintbrushes than any other picture. That means painting 

was a popular choice. 

"We'll need lots of paint and some big paper," says 

Mr. Kesting. 

Our first Big Buddy Day is here!

We use our survey to make a decision and plan.  

We have enough paint and paper and space to work.

The Little Buddies are happy...and so is Naz.
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Soon our Little Buddies come back again.

The weather is so warm. We decide to play outside 

this time.

What outdoor activity will we choose?

We do another survey. This time, we line up behind a sign 

to show our choice.

"I'll take a picture so we can look at the results," says 

Mr. Kesting. 
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The graph shows that tag is the favourite choice. 

"Let's play space tag!" says Naz.

We play tag outside with our Little Buddies. Everyone 

has fun!

"Maybe next time we can play soccer," says Marco. 

"It had only 3 fewer votes than tag." 
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It's time for another visit from our Little Buddies.

It's rainy and wet today, so we stay inside.

There are lots of things we can do in the classroom. 

What will we choose?

Mr. Kesting makes a tally chart to show how many 

people want to do each activity.

"In a tally, we make groups of 5," says Mr. Kesting. "It 

makes it easy to count and see how many there are." 
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Here are the results of our survey. It was close this time.

The most popular choice is playing math games with 

our Little Buddies.

The games should be fun and not too hard.

"We will teach them how to play!" says Daria.

"I want to play Sun and Moon!" says Naz.

Our Little Buddies love our math games. They learn a lot. 

"Sun and Moon was a great choice!" Mr. Kesting says. 
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Our Little Buddies are going to have a delicious treat!

We will do some cooking together.

But what will we make?

"Using magnets is a great way to show your choices," 

says Mr. Kesting. 

"If you change your mind, you can move your magnet!"

"I wonder what we will cook," says Uma. 

"I think Halley likes rocket pizza," says Naz.
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Oh no! It's a tie!

7 people want to make dip, and 7 people want to 

make popcorn.

"What should we do?" asks Mr. Kesting. "An equal 

number of students made different choices." 

"I know," says Marco. "Which one is easier to make?"

"That's easy," says Uma. "Popcorn."   

Yum! The classroom smells of popcorn. Now that's 

delicious.

Our Little Buddies love to eat and read stories together.

This was a tasty idea!

22 23



Our Little Buddies were so much fun. We enjoyed 

planning our time together.

Survey results helped us make decisions in a fair way. 

What will we do next?
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