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Dawn and Peter are excited to visit Kokum for her 

birthday. Mom packs drinks and snacks in the car. She 

tells the kids that they can each bring 6 things to keep 

themselves busy on the long drive to Kokum's house.
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Dawn packs 3 novels, 2 books of puzzles, and a sketch pad.

Peter says, "I'm bringing 5 comics and my trading cards." 

"No fair!" says Dawn. "You're bringing 5 things and 52 

more. I'm bringing only 6 things!"

Mom and Peter laugh at Dawn's joke.



The kids read, play games, and do puzzles on the drive. 

They watch for animals along the roads, too.

Suddenly, Peter says, "I see 4 big ravens on the ground! 

And there's another one on the fence! That makes 5!" 

"I see 5 ravens on this side, too," says Dawn. "I see 3

on the ground and 2 more coming in for a landing."   

Mom says, "Maybe you two should keep a tally of how 

many of each kind of animal you spot on our trip."
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Then Mom says, "Look at all the bison! I'm guessing 

there are about 20 here." 

"I see 2 standing and 6 lying down," says Dawn.

"On my side, I see 6 bison standing and 2 lying down," 

says Peter. "Is that the same number you see on your 

side, Dawn?"
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At last, they pull into Kokum's driveway.

"We're here!" shouts Peter.

"And there's Kokum!" says Dawn as she waves out her 

window. "Look at her beautiful flowers!"

The next day, Dawn and Peter ask Kokum to teach them 

how to make her famous bannock for her birthday party. 

Kokum is happy that they asked. She tells them that their 

first task is to shop for the ingredients they need.
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Kokum gives Dawn 3 toonies and 4 loonies. She asks her 

to buy the flour and salt.

Kokum gives Peter 4 toonies and 1 loonie. She asks him 

to buy the oil and baking powder. 

Peter thinks hard to figure out if they each have the 

same amount of money.

At the store, Dawn and Peter each find and pay for their 

items. Mom is pleased. She says, "Kokum said you could 

each get a treat with your change. How about a muffin?"

Peter says, "I have a toonie and a loonie left over. I'll get 

a big one."

"I have 2 loonies," says Dawn. "I'll get 3 mini-muffins."

"Does that sound fair to you, Peter?" Mom asks.
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Everything is ready. It's time to make bannock! 

Dawn and Peter will each make a batch. Kokum tells the 

kids that their measuring scoops and spoons are not equal 

in size. Dawn and Peter will have to compare them to make 

sure that they put the same amount of each ingredient 

into their bowls.

"First," says Kokum, "you each need 3 blue scoops of 

flour. Dawn, how can you find out how many of your 

yellow scoops match one blue scoop of Peter's?"

Dawn carefully fills her yellow scoop with flour and 

pours it into Peter's blue scoop. Then she does it again. 

The blue scoop is full.

She says, "I need 2 of my scoops to match 1 of 

Peter's scoops. So, if we need 3 blue scoops of flour, 

then I need 2 of my scoops, then 2 more, 

and another 2 after that to match 

that amount."

Kokum smiles. The kids 

measure flour into their bowls.
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"Now you each need 1 blue scoop of oil," says Kokum.

"So Dawn needs to put in 2 yellow scoops of oil!" Peter 

says. "2 yellow scoops are the same as 1 blue scoop."

"Yes," says Kokum. "Next, we need 1 blue spoon of salt."

Dawn uses her yellow spoon to fill the blue spoon. 

She sees that she needs 3 yellow spoonfuls to equal 

1 blue spoonful. Then both kids add salt to their bowls.

"It's time to add the baking powder and water," 

says Kokum. "Add 3 blue spoons of baking powder and 

then 3 blue scoops of water. Can you figure out how many 

yellow spoons and scoops that means?"

Peter and Dawn work together to make sure that their 

measurements match.
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The kids mix and knead their dough. Peter says, 

"This is my favourite part. I love this sticky dough!" 

Kokum squeezes the dough in each bowl. She says, 

"This dough feels just right to me."

Dawn says, "Peter, 

let's use the scale to see 

if my dough and your 

dough balance!"

Peter asks, "Can I put raisins in my bannock?"

"Sure," says Kokum. "I like to put in about 2 handfuls."

Kokum puts 1 handful of raisins on one side of the 

scale. Peter puts 1 handful on the other side, then 1 more 

handful. The scale is balanced.

"I need 2 handfuls to equal 1 of Kokum's," he says. 
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Dawn and Peter flatten their dough on 2 pans.

"Use forks to prick the dough evenly," Kokum says. 

"That keeps bubbles from forming as it bakes."

Peter is excited. "Now can we put these in the oven?"

"Yes, it is baking and waiting time!" says Kokum.

Later, Kokum is ready to cut the baked bannock. She 

cuts the plain one into 16 pieces. Then she asks, "Should I 

cut the other one into 8 or 12 pieces?"

"Noooooo!" both kids answer. "That wouldn't be fair! 

We have to have the same number of each kind!"
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Peter asks Kokum to cut a piece of the plain bannock 

in two. He gives one of the small pieces to Dawn.

"Thanks, Peter, but now we don't have the same number 

of plain and raisin pieces for the party," says Dawn.

Peter smiles and says, "Oh, I know how to make them 

even. I'll ask Kokum to cut a piece of raisin bannock in two 

for us to taste."

"I see someone couldn't wait until the party to eat some 

bannock," says Mom. 

"Mom, look how much bannock we made! Try a piece! 

It's really good!" says Peter proudly.

Dawn says, "Now let's figure out how to make our plates 

have the same number of pieces of each kind of bannock."
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People start arriving for the party. They all bring food. 

Dawn and Peter put their plates of bannock on the 

food table. Just then, a gust of wind flips the plates over. 

Some ravens swoop down to pick up pieces that fell on 

the ground.

The kids rush to save the bannock still on the table. 

"I'll have 4 pieces of raisin bannock and 7 plain on my 

plate now," says Peter.

"I'll have 8 raisin pieces and 5 plain on my plate," says 

Dawn. "Let's see how we can make our plates even again, 

with the same number of raisin and plain pieces on each."
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"This is a great party!" says Peter. "Look at all the food!"

Dawn frowns. "People sure like our bannock. Look! It's 

almost all gone!"

"Don't worry," says Peter. "Here comes Cousin Aaron. 

He's carrying a tray full of bannock! Hooray!"
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